
Homily Notes for Sunday, February 20 2022, 7th Ordinary Time, cycle C 
Readings:  1 Sm 26 2:7-9, 12-13, 22-23; 1 Cor 15:45-49; Lk 6:27-38 

 
1. Introduction: The readings today are linked together by one main theme:  the challenge to engage 
the power of Christian love. To be able to love with the love of the Lord Jesus Christ, we need good 
instruction. This comes to us as Catholics through our Diocese, through its teaching institutions, like 
the St. Philip Institute and through qualified priests. This illustrates why supporting the Bishop’s 
Annual Appeal and the Priests for Tomorrow Capital Campaign is important for us and the whole 
Diocese. This is the Sunday for the first follow-up to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal.  
 
2. The first reading in which David was able to enter Saul’s camp to the point of taking Saul’s spear, 
but without killing him as an enemy, shows how David respected Saul as God’s anointed. He did this 
even though Saul was out to kill him. David made the correct moral choice, respecting the life of the 
Lord’s anointed. Saul continued to be dominated by envy and insecurity, perpetuating his misery 
with his revenge. This reading from the Hebrew Scriptures, gives us a vivid example of self-control, 
forgiveness, and mercy.  It is a fundamental principle that we respect the God-given office in spite of 
the behavior of the person occupying that office.  

 

“Here is the king’s spear. Let an attendant come over to get it. The Lord will reward each man for his justice and 
faithfulness. Today, though the Lord delivered you into my grasp; I would not harm the Lord’s anointed.”  

 

For us today, who are those people? What are those positions that demand of us respect and honor, 
even if the people occupying them are not righteous and just? Our tradition tells us that we should 
not rise up in rebellion except in the most extreme of situations. Is it not, therefore, very important to 
support our Bishop who is representing moral truth so well? 
 
3. In the Responsorial Psalm, Ps 103, the Psalmist reminds us of the mercy of God and His 
compassion for us “as a Father has compassion on His children.”  “The Lord is kind and merciful.”  

 
4. In the second reading, just as Jesus is the “spiritual man” who corrects the sin of the “first man”, so 
we are called to become as the “spiritual man,” becoming more like Jesus.  

 
5. Today’s Gospel (Luke 6:27-38), gives us Jesus' revolutionary peaceful moral teaching about how 
we should treat those who hate or oppose us. “Do to others as you would have them do to you.” This 
Golden Rule is amplified by a string of particular commands:  "Love your enemies...."  For Jesus, love is 
a fundamental attitude that wishes another’s good.  Jesus orders us to love our enemies and to be 
merciful as God our Father is merciful. Jesus challenges us to do for others what God does for us. “Be 
compassionate, as your Father is compassionate." St. Thomas Aquinas shows how this must be 
interpreted in the context of the entire Bible. 
 

“Sacred Scripture needs to be understood in the light of the example of Christ and the saints. Christ did 
not offer the other cheek to be struck in the house of Annas (Jn 18:22f), nor did St Paul when, as we are 
told in the Acts of the Apostles, he was beaten in Philippi (Acts 16:22f). Therefore, we should not take it 
that Christ literally meant that you should offer the other cheek to someone to hit you; what he was 
referring to was your interior disposition; that is, if necessary we should be ready not to be intolerant of 
any one who hurts us, and that we should be ready to put up with this kind of treatment, or worse than 
that. That was how the Lord acted when he surrendered his body to death.” 

 

6. This is why we need good resources for study, like the St. Philip Institute provides. This is also 
why we need a large number of well-trained seminarians. These are the two largest beneficiaries of 
the Bishop’s Annual Appeal and the Priests for Tomorrow capital campaign. 



 

 
7. Let’s go back to our Gospel reading, which, in my opinion, is very difficult live out. In today’s 
Gospel, taken from the sixth chapter of Luke, Jesus challenges us;  
 

“Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those 
who mistreat you. To the person who strikes you on one cheek, offer the other one as well, and 
from the person who takes your cloak do not withhold even your tunic.”  
 

It makes one want to say, “Seriously, Lord?” And He doesn’t stop there. Jesus adds, “Give to 
everyone who asks of you, and from the one who takes what is yours do not demand it back.” 
 
8. It seems so unfair, and perhaps also unwise! Unless, that is, we look at this way of life from a 
stewardship point of view. Then, not only does it seem doable (though challenging), but it also 
actually makes perfect sense. A steward understands clearly that all he has and all that he is — his 
very life — is a gift from God given to him from an unbelievable abundance of love. This changes 
everything! This means “my” cloak, “my” tunic, “my” money, and time — all of it ultimately belongs 
to God. He has entrusted these things to each of us in love to use for His purposes and His glory. 
Every interchange with others is a challenge to generously share and meet another’s needs. This 
teaching shows clearly why Christianity is known as a religion of peace! 
 
9. But let us also be careful. Does this mean we are to be passive “doormats” to anyone who wants 
to take advantage of us? Certainly not! We must also be concerned for justice and for the good of 
others.  Jesus explains this in the next verse of this passage when He says, “Do to others as you would 
have them do to you.” As the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity, Jesus understands human nature 
well. Jesus is simply asking that we approach others, and the sharing of our gifts, with this same 
attitude. He is giving us a definition here of real love, a steward’s love! 
 
10. This is also why I believe that the study we are proposing for everyone during Lent is so 
relevant. It is not possible to live out what Jesus describes here unless we can be purified and 
perfected in Confession. At this time, I invite everyone to make a commitment to our Lenten study, 
“Forgiven.”  We have the books. The Tuesday evening group will be using these, but they can be 
used at home. The videos are available on the Augustine Institute website. They look particularly 
useful to me. We will have a group of priests here on Thursday evening, April 7, for confessions. This 
study will be a great way to prepare. 
 
11. This is the secret to why Christianity has always been known as a religion that produces peace! 
 


